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English second  Hand out and worksheet for Grade 11 students 

I wish…. sentences 

Wish is used to state the desire or want 

Wishes can be used to use in the past, present and future. 

Past Tense - past perfect verb tense is used to talk about the past 

Examples : We wish we had bought a bigger house. 

                         My sister wishes she had listened to her teachers. 

                        My husband wishes we had traveled to America. 

Present Tense - the past verb tense is used to talk about the present 

Examples: I wish I could live in New York. 

My brother wishes he had a new car. 

We wish it wasn’t so hard to save money. 

Future Tense - past tense modals verbs would and could are used to talk about the future. 

Examples : We do not like living in the city. We wish we could live in town. 

   I wish the people next door would lower there radio. 

The rain is horrible. I wish it would stop. 

Modal Verbs and Wishes - When verbs are used with wishes the sentence structure is Modal Verb + 

Have + V3/Past Participle 

Choose the best  answer from the given alternatives 

1. I wish I didn't have to go to work on Saturday. 

  A.    This refers to the future 

  B.    This refers to the past 



2. I wish I didn't have to go to work on Saturday. 

  A.    You have to go to work on Saturday. 

  B.  You don't have to go to work on Saturday. 

  3.    You may have to go to work on Sunday 

  A.  This refers to the present. 

  B.  This refers to the past. 

  C.  This refers to the future. 

              4. I wish I hadn't bought those shoes. 

  A.    You want to buy some shoes. 

  B.  You bought some shoes but you don't like them. 

  C.  You don't want to buy any shoes. 

5.If only we'd listened to Mark! 

  A.    You didn't listen to Mark and now you have a problem. 

  B.    You listened to Mark and now you have a problem. 

6.I wish I'd known about the noise before I booked the hotel. 

  A.   You're glad you booked the hotel. 

  B.    You regret booking the hotel. 

  C.   You want to find out whether the hotel is noisy. 

7.If she hadn't warned us beforehand, I don't know what would have happened. 

  A.    She didn't warn you and now you are worried. 

  B.   She warned you and you avoided the danger. 

  C.   She didn't warn you hand you had problems. 

8.  Had we taken the train, we would never have got there in time for the wedding. 

  A.    You took the train and you were on time. 

  B.    You took the train and you were late. 



  C.    You didn't take the train and you were on time. 

  C.   You didn't take the train and you were late. 

9.It's cold today. I wish it------       warmer.  

                                    A.    is 

                                  B.   has been 

                                  C. were 

                                  D. had been 

10. I wish I---   the answer, but I don't.  

                                      A.    know 

                                     B.     knew 

                                     C.   had known 

                                      D.   would know 

11. She wishes she -------  blue eyes.  

  A. has 

                              B.  had 

    C. had had 

                               D. would have 

Exercise on affixes 

Use prefixes to find the opposite of these verbs: 

1------ wrap  

2------ use  

3- --agree 

4---- engage  

5.----behave  

6---- understand  



7----- fold  

8---- spell  

9---- connect  

10---- close  

Exercise on affixes 

Put the words in brackets in the appropriate form (use prefixes or suffixes): 

1 .He was acting in a very ---way. (child) 

2. She looked .She started to cry.  (happy) 

3. He passed his exam. He was for the second time. (succeed) 

4. The team that he supported was able to win the . (champion) 

5.I couldn't find any in his theory. (weak) 

6. He wants to be a when he grows up. (mathematics) 

7. There were only a of people at the match. (hand) 

8. The road was too narrow, so they had to it. (wide) 

9. I think that you should your decision. It may not be the best thing to do. (consider) 

10. You need a of motivation, organization and hard work to realize your dreams. (combine) 

Warning. 

 

 

 


